Black History Month Research Report

February is Black History Month!  You are going to help bring African American history to life by learning about the contributions that African Americans have made throughout history.

Assignment

Research Report of a historically important African American

Directions

You are to research a famous African-American.  You will then write a research report reflecting the person’s life, his or her goals, and notable accomplishments.

Your paper must be at least two pages handwritten or one page typed.  You must have a cover page and a bibliography of the sources that you used.  Please use the attached rubric to help guide your research.

Due Date
February 11, 2014
*You will lose 1 point for every DAY it is late!
Name _______________________________________________________________________
Black History Month Research Report Rubric
Language Mechanics

Organization
Did you write a sequenced report in 3 paragraphs?
________

(3 points)

Grammar
Did you use correct capitalization? 
________


(3 points)

Did you use correct punctuation?
________

(Indent paragraphs, quotation marks)
(3 points)

Did you use correct verb tenses?
________


(2 points)

Did you correctly identify your sources? 
________

(Author. Title of Book/Website. Year.)
(5 points)

Word Choice

Did you use transition words that show a passage of time?
________

(4 points)

Did you check your spelling?
________


(2 points)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Writing
Voice
Did you include a quote from your research?
________


(2 points)
Word Choice

Did you use figurative language to make the report more interesting?
________

(Examples: similes, metaphors, personification)
(2 points)

Did you use adjectives that describe the person?
________


(5 points)

Ideas

Did you clearly communicate the main points in your report?
________


(2 points)

Did you include evidence and details in your report?
________


(2 points)

Format
Did you include a cover page?
________

(Name of African-American, Your Name)
(2 points)

Is your report neatly written?  Did you add anything extra or creative?
________


(5 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________

Total
________


(42 points)
List of Famous African Americans

Hank Aaron

Muhammad Ali

Maya Angelou

Louis Armstrong

Crispus Attucks

Tyra Banks

Benjamin Banneker

Jean-Michel Basquiat

Barry Bonds
Ben Carson

George Washington Carver

Ray Charles

Natalie Cole

Bessie Coleman

Bill Cosby

Miles Davis

Sammy Davis Jr.

Dominique Dawes

Frederick Douglass

W.E.B. Du Bois

Duke Ellington

Ella Fitzgerald

George Foreman

Langston Hughes

Zora Neale Hurston

Jesse Jackson

Reggie Jackson

Michael Jordan

Coretta Scott King

Spike Lee

Sugar Ray Leonard

Malcolm X

Nelson Mandela

Thurgood Marshall

Shaquille O’Neal

Jesse Owens

Colin Powell

Condoleezza Rice

Deion Sanders

Sojourner Truth

Booker T. Washington

Stevie Wonder

Tiger Woods

Cannot Use:

Martin Luther King

Barack Obama

Michelle Obama

Oprah

Rosa Parks

Harriet Tubman

Suggested Outline

Black History Month Research Report

I. Cover Page

A) The name of the person you researched
B) Your name

II. Paragraph One

A) Introduce the person

i) Who are they?

ii) Where are they from?

iii) When were they born?

iv) What are they famous for?

III. Paragraph Two

A) Why is this person important in history?

i) Provide 3-5 details of the person’s life

IV. Paragraph Three

A) Why is this person important to you?

i) Provide 3-5 reasons and explain why

REMEMBER…

Check your spelling and grammar

Neatness counts

You need a bibliography

Research Help
1. Go to http://talbottsprings5th.weebly.com
2. Click on the Curriculum tab
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3. Scroll down to Writing
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4. Click on Black History Month Directions & Websites

5. Download the directions and click OK
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Check Out These Websites

Biographies of Famous African Americans - http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html
Black History Biography –

http://www.biography.com/people/groups/black-history/
Who2 Black History Month Biographies –

http://www.who2.com/common-bonds/black-history-month-biographies
History – Black History Month – 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history-month
